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_ Charming Stories. Entrancing Pictures. 


Copyright, 1906, by J. T. Thompson 
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The Night Before Christmas. 
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night before 
‘Guhinius tiniais’ 
and all through 
the house. 
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was stirring, 


LWOiti Cuvmer tli ed 
mouse. 
The stockings 


were hung by 


the chimney with care, 
In the hope that St. Nicholas 
soon would be there. 


The children were nestled all 


snug in their beds, 
While visions of sugar-plums 
danced in their heads. 


And mamma in her kerchief, 


and I in my cap, 


Had just settled our brains for a long winter’s 


° 
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When out on the lawn there arose such a clatter, 


nap 


(sprang from the bed to see what was the 


matter. 


ike a flash, 


Away to the window I flew Ii 


Tore open the shutters and 


threw up the sash. 


The moon on the breast of 


Ven snow 


fa 


the new- 
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But a miniature sleigh and 


eight tiny reindeer, 
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More rapid than 
eagles his coursers they came, 

And he whistled and shouted and called them 
by name— 

“Now, Dasher! Now, Dancer! Now, Prancer! 

, Now, Vixen! 

On, Comet! On, Cupid! On, Dunder and 


Blixen! 


To the top of the porch, to the top of the wall! 
Now, dash away! Dash 


away! Dash away! 
All!” 
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y ~ When they. meet with an obstacle, mount to 
Bieethe sky) y 

E fSo up to the house-top the coursers they flew 
i With the sleigh full of toys, and St. Nicholas, 
too. ee, | MDs 
And then in a twinkling I heard on the roof 


The prancing and pawing of each tiny’ hoof. 
As I drew in my_ head, ‘and was turning » 
around, | 

~ Down the chimney St. Nicholas came with 


a bound. 
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And he looked like a pedlar just opening 
pack. ; ee 


His eyes—how they twinkled! His dina a 
how merry! - | ae 
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- Gis cheeks were like roses, 
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| The stump of a ‘pipe he held tight in 
Teeth. he ule ae ar 

‘And the smoke, it encircled his head ik 
wreath. | | a 

He was chubby 


And I laughed when I saw him; in spite ; 


myself. ee 
A wink of his eye, and a twist of his. hea 
Soon gave me to know I had nothing 


dread. 
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He spoke not a word, but went straight to his — 


work, | | : (a ad 


And filled all ae stockings ten turned with | 


anoles aia 
And laying his finger aside of his nose, : 
And giving a nod, up the chimney he rose. ne 
He sprang to his sleigh, to his team gave a 

whistle, | . 


And away they all flew, like the down of a 


thistle: mney 3 | a ae 
But I heard him exclaim ere he drove out of 7% 
sight, | i Ba 
“Merry Christmas to all, and to all a- good: AM 
night!” 7 a 
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“WAS the night after Christmas and ak 
through the house Ae 

Not a creature was stirring—excepting « a mouse. 
The stockings were flung in haste over the chair, 
For hopes of St. Nicholas were no longer there. 
The children were restlessly 
tossing in bed, 


For the pie and the candy were heavy as lead; 
While mamma in her kerchief, and I in my gown, — 
Had just made up our minds that we would not — 

lie down, NG. 
When out on the lawn there arose such a clatter, 
I sprang from my chair to see what was the matter 
Away to the window I went with a dash, 
Flung open the shutter, and threw up the sai 
The moon on the breast of the new-fallen snow 
Gave the lustre of noon-day to objects below 


— 


hy re NTT 


ANIM 


ma 
VEE 
y 


B he 


ae 


—— ae 


4 
Ga Mills 


4 =S4 
SS 
ge RI SAE a CE Co aanl 


| 
y 
‘ 
i] 


Te 


TS Bes Rn 


——s 


5 yyy an i vr 
Yj 


w\ Tove 5 
A 


tae ae SSN) 7 


LE (ATT EET A A SEP NA er 
Sopa : 


<9 


cae IN TEES AN ORES sence an gear MOIETIES 4 
. Pi oa r ee 
=P eee Torna . Cae 


When what to my long anxious eyes should appeane Ge 

But a horse and a sleigh, both old-fashioned ane _ He 
queer; | Rc 

With a little old driver, so solemn and slow, 

I knew at a glance it must be Dr. Brough. 

I drew in my head, and was turning around, — 

When upstairs came the ~ 
Doctor, with scarcely 
@ sound. ) 

He wore a thick 
overcoat, made 
long ago, : 

And the beard on 
his chin was 
white with the 
snow. | 

Hé spoke a few 
words, and went 
straight to his 
work; | 

b{e felt all the BN io 
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. spoonful of oil, ma'am, if you have it handy; 
ts and no raisins, no pies and no candy. 


tender young stomachs cannot well digest 
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. sweets that they get; toys and books 
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: THE PORTRAIT OF 
OLD MOTHER HUBBARD, 


FROM THE ORIGINAL IN THE POSSESSION OF THE PUBLISHERS. 
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haa | _ Went to the cupboard, 
| _ To give the poor Dog a bone ; | 
te hd Wi hen sheveame there 
The cupboard was bare, 
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\\/ HEN Faith was 
rage a very little 


girl she was fond 
of music, and could 
sing very pretty 
songs and pick out 
simple tunes on 
the piano; so 
When she grew 
older her papa 
bought her a 
-guitar and a 
mandolin, and 
learned to 
play upon them. 
One summer 
her Cousin Con- 
stance came to 
visit her, and as Constance was a little musician 
too, the children were very happy together. They 
were always ready to play and sing when their 
frends asked them to do so; while if they heard 
of a poor little crippled child, they were sure to 
ask if they might not go and try to cheer up the 
unfortunate sufferer. 
i) 
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Of course they were always allowed to do 
so, for Faith’s mamma was very glad to see that — 
the little girls were not selfish. 

Faith had a canary named Dick, who was a 
sweet little singer also, and he learned a great 
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many tunes from hearing the girls sing and play 
them. One day he commenced singing with 
them, and they were very careful not to startle 
him for fear he would stop. Faith’s mamma 


heard him and came softly to the door to listen, 
and they ail thought it very sweet indeed. 

“You dear little darling,” Faith cried when 
the song was finished, “I believe you grow cuter 
every day of your life!” Then she went and got 
a lump of sugar for him, and Dick ate some of it 
from her lips, as he was fond of doing. 

Once he got out of his cage and flew through 
an open window, and it was some time before 
anybody knew that he was gone. But all at 
once, as Faith and Constance were singing to- 
gether out in the hammock on the lawn, they 
heard a very soft little bird’s voice following the 
tune; it seemed to be directly over their heads. 

“Why, that sounds just like Dick!” cried 
- Faith, breaking off suddenly in the middle of a 
word. ) 

“I think so too,’ said Constance. “But it 
can’t be Dick, for it’s in this tree.” 

The bird had stopped singing when they 
did; but they still heard a few soft, twittering 
notes, and as they peered up eagerly into the 
branches, they saw two bright little eyes peeping 
down at them in a Knowing way. 

“There he is, sure enough,” said Faith; “there 
can’t be any mistake about it. He must have 
gotten out of his cage.” 

She called to him and coaxed him; but Mas- 
ter Dick preferred to stay where he was, and 
commenced singing a merry song at the top of 


ete es = 
> 3S : 
go E 
Y y 
= Pe s 
W) DO )/ : 
Sas) = Y ff; = 
pw © g 
“) q Li 
2 / : 
Des . : 
Ae S iste = 
c 
oF Ss E 
pout Ss) S 
5 pee (es We S) 
Os : . 
fas] aD) = 
oe s 
00D V 5 
AE ae 
Jamey 
; om y 
cae ; 
cS 
= a= ag 
S gu E 
ae) 
2 : 
Lac = 


was soon safe in his little home again. 
At another time the girls were visiting thet 


grandma and grandpa. There was a new horse 


on the farm, named Firefly, and Grandpa said 
he was about as much to be depended upon as 
a firefly too. | 

One day when he had been acting badly, 
Faith and Constance went out to the barn with 
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very softly. Firefly pricked up his ears and 
listened. Then he tried to turn his head to see 
where the music came from, and pretty soon he 
began to step around in time to it. 

The little girls played on, and in a few min- 


to thank his little musicians for taming the 
horse. Ge 
Faith had a Shetland pony named Charley 
and a spaniel that she called. Benny. The dog ; 
would take Charley’s halter and lead him around 
the yard, while the little oe Ea on the 


nou 


mandolin and Shae a cn the intelligent 
animals would keep time to the music. 

“I think after a time we shall have the hens 
and chickens dancing too,” said papa one day as 
he looked on. 

The little girls thought that very funny. 

“Well,” said papa, “I believe our little musi- 
cians can do almost anything they want to.” 


—Dora Lee. 


RAIN. 


O sky! something's wrong, I know, 
Or why are you weeping so? 
The roses look quite forlorn ; 
The leaves aré’ all tossed and torn; 
The ruffled birds hide away ; 
The butterflies stop their play, 
And eager brooks run 
To look for the sun: 


Yet naught but ‘“ Drip, drip,” you say. 


Though the flowers from out their beds 
Are trying to lift their heads; 
Though happy ducks swim about, 
We little ones cant go out; 
Pind« cattle beneath the trees 
Are not very much at ease. 
One glance of bright blue 
Were so nice of you! 
Take your hands from your face, do 


please ! 
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THE: BABY-ELEPHANT. 


CLARENCE went one day with 
his father to a show of wild 
beasts. here he saw, for the 
first time, a baby-elephant. 

“How old is it, papa?” said 
Clarence. 

“About two years, I think,” 
said his father. | 
“ How old is its mother?” 

medont know, Glarence, She 
may be a hundred. Elephants 
fave been known to live one 
hundred and fifty years.” 

myv ell, said Clarence, “an 
elephant as old as that must be 
a great sight.” 

Clarence was greatly pleased 
to have a picture of elephants 
for a drawing-lesson. 
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_ Let’s play house, sister! You 


put your shawl on me, and I will 
come and pay you a call. 

Now, Ben, I have pinned the 
shawl on, and you can go over 
and show mamma how sweet 
you look. Don’t fall on the stair, 
little brother, and when you 
come back we will play. 
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It is now in the spring-time of 
the year. The birds sing, the 
lambs skip and play, the trees 
put forth their tender leaves, the 
orass covers the plains with ver- 
dure, and all nature has put on 
her robes of beauty. 

So youth is the spring-time of 
life. Alice and James are out at 
play in the woods, and the don- 
key seems to be listening to what 
James is saying. 


| Iseeaboyand 
-a girl on a bed. © 
Do you see the 
boy? 

I see the arm 
of the girl, and 


the ear of the boy. If this boy 


gets up he will go out in the 
hay. 


Do not hit the 
boy, bad man. 

If you do, you 
will go off in a 
van. 

Do not go to 
him, boy, he will hit you in the 
eye. 


* Tom and Will each have a 
dog. The dogs come to the door, 
and bark till some one comes and 
lets them in. Then Tom and 
Will give them nice meat to 
eat.. There is no spot on Will's 
dog, but there is more than one 
spot on Tom’s dog. Do you see 
what J mean? Are they not fine 
dogs? Bot 7 


THE LAMB IN THE BROOK. 


fi a ERS “C) You 
eK poor lit- 
¥ tle lamb! 
‘| Did 
falleinte 
the ‘deep 
pond? Is 
= \there no 
I will help 


Saal 
Ney 


<a 


one 
you out, little lamb.” 

That is what James said, as 
he lay down on the ground, so 
that he could reach the lamb. 
It had been trying ini vainaie 
get out. James bent over. pms 
his arm around the lamb, and 
lifted it on to the dry bank. 

The mother sheep was glad; 
for the lamb was not hurt. 
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THE GOLDFINCH, 


THE GOLDFINCH. 


Tuis is one of the best birds 
to keep in a cage. My aunt 
Jane has one, and I make a 
great pet of it. 

It is about five inches long 
I can count as many as five 
colors in its plumage. There 
are crimson, and brown, and 
yellow, and white, and black 

It is very tame, and its song 
is very sweet. it can be taught 
to sing the notes of other birds 
as well as its own. 

I have a picture of a gold- 
finch to copy for a drawing- 
lesson. After I have drawn it 
I shall try to put in the colors 


THE MARE AND HER COLaS. 


HERE 15). a) piettre Or tie 
mare and her’ colt) > The old 
mare is almost white; but the 
colt is jet black. He is a bright 
little fellow, and I am sure that 
his mother is proud of him. 

Our Willie likes to stand at 
the bars of the pasture and 
look. at the colt. Hevoites 
comes so near that !the lime 
boy pats him on the head. 

Willie has named the colt 
“Frisky,” because he is so very 
lively. He is so nimble with 
his heels, that it is not safe for 
a small boy to go very near 
him now; but Willie expects 
to ride him by and by. | 


THE PICTURE-BOOK. 


In the book that Mary likes 
so much to look at, there is a 
nice picture of a horse. Here 


: ibas: 
PENN AN 
AMA) | The horse 


Sea Seeda VERY, 
long tail and 
also a long 
thick mane. 
AWaE) Fle stands 
=e)("y | very quietly 
“Wy | in his stall, 
— turning his 
head around, as if he were in 
want of some more hay. If he 
should ask for it, what would 
Dessay?) Little Mary says.he 


would say, “Neigh!” 


BY 


THE PICTURE-BOOK. 


The next picture shows us 
two donkeys,—an old one and 
a young one. They have very 
long ears, and look as if they 
might hear | 
all that we 
Say. 

The worst 
we Can say 
of them or 
their race is 
that they are 
homely, and 
not so fleet 
as the horse, But -they are 
very tough and strong and 
patient. 

If the donkey should hear 
this, perhaps he would open his 
mouth and say, “ Bray!” 
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Do you see the cow? It is a 
good cow. It is my cow. My 
cow is to have good hay. Ann 
has a few cows. Can you say a 
few cow? No, I can not; for a 
cow is one, and “a few” is two 
or three. If I say ‘a few,” or if 
I say “two or three,” I adds to 
cow, and it is cows. I say one 


cow, two cows, a few cows. 
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HOW TO DRAW A ROCKING-HORSE. 
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SEC More. 


PPLE “COUNTRY. 


Fanny and Willy are having 
a nice ride on the back of the 
great cart-horse. 

Mamma points at Willy with 
her sun-shade, and says, “ Hold 
on tight, little boy.” Pink, the 
dog, says, “Bow-wow! Take 
me up there with you.” 


IN THE COUNTRY. 


Kate and Jane have the care 
of the biddies. They feed them 
with corn every day. . The hens 7a 


flock around the door as soon 
as the two girls come out. 

Kate and Jane both say that 
the hens are fond of them; but 
{ think they are still more fond 
of the corn. 
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